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Long Term Archive Format and Digital Paper
//  To meet security requirements of long term archiving, secure document formats are necessary and 

must remain available for viewing after many years of storage. Proprietary application data does not 

fulfill this requirement. Quite often these formats have no open specification or go through numerous 

changes with each new version, thus restricting third party development around them and effectively 

nullifying long term readability. 

Neutral long term archiving formats, like PDF and TIFF/G4, provide relief. These formats are open and 

standardized by industry or ISO organizations. Due to their characteristics, these formats are quite often 

called „digital paper“.

The application converters from SEAL Systems are designed and developed specially to convert appli-

cation data into digital paper formats. These converters can run in batch mode and can therefore be in-

tegrated into any conversion process. For example, in the SAP PLM environment, the converters can be 

triggered by the status change of a document. This can be part of a release workflow process, automa-

ting the creation of digital paper like TIFF/G4 or PDF when a drawing is released. The SEAL Systems con-

verters can be integrated into any PLM solution.
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::: Supported Functions

 Support of multi-sheet dra-
wings (multi-sheet-input 
<> multi-sheet-output or sin-
gle sheet output)

 Update of file properties, e.g. 
for the automatic title block 
update.

 Many configuration and con-
trol possibilities through ini-
files and process parameters

 Logfile support for protocols 
and analysis

 Stamping and watermarking 
option

::: Related Products
DVS-CRFC, DVS-CONV, K-APKV, 
K-DWG

::: Process
The application converter is star-
ted via a batch interface:

 This inter face is started with 
the application data (DWG or 
DXF) plus control para meters. 

 AutoCAD® is auto ma ti cally 
called. 

 The requested drawing is loa-
ded from the PLM into 
AutoCAD®.

 The appropriate settings are 
processed based on the con-
trol parameters.

 The size of the drawing is cal-
culated.

 The output of the drawing oc-
curs on the requested output 
device.

Next the graphics format is con-
verted to digital paper using a 
graphics converter (e.g. gXcon-
vert). 

The digital paper version is then 
automatically stored back into 
the PLM. Note that the comple-
te conversion operation from 
selecting the application data 
to the creation of digital paper 
is performed in a single closed 
process.

::: System Environment
Windows 7, 
Windows 2003/2008  Server;
Solid Edge version 12

::: Licensing
For each server where the appli-
cation converter is installed, a 
license is required.

::: Product Code
K-SE

::: Input Formats
Solid Edge® draft format

::: Output Formate
PDF, TIFF, CALS, BMP. Others on 
request.

::: Benefit
The creation of digital paper can be auto mated using 
SEAL Systems application converters. The converters 
can be integrated into bulk loading processes for  digital 
 archive or document management systems. They can 
 easily be integrated into any workflow process for the 
auto matic production of long term archive formats. 

Digital paper like TIFF or PDF fulfills the requirements 
for long term archiving. It is not modifiable and can be 
viewed, on demand, with free viewers – at any time, at 
any place, by all authorized users.

::: Advantages

 Automatic creation of digital  
paper (PDF or TIFF) guaran-
tees the availability of rea-
dable documents over many 
years, even after the original 
application data format may 
have been altered in many 
releases and the original ap-
plication may no longer be 
available.

 Through the integration of 
the  converter into the state 
change process of PLM sys-
tems the availability of digi-
tal paper can be assured and 
ISO 9000 compatible pro-
cesses can be implemented.

 Open interfaces enable 
the integration into  several 
 system environments – 
a  great benefit and a protec-
tion of the invest ment can be 
realized.

 The long standing experience 
of SEAL Systems in the field 
of conversion and digital 
 archives guarantees compe-
tence in consultance and 
project quality.

 Integrated solutions from 
a single vendor – SEAL 
 Systems delivers the comple-
te conversion workflow.

Edge version 12


